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UN resolution ‘source of pride and honour’ for Kingdom
TDT | Manama

The adoption of a United Na-
tions Security Council res-

olution condemning Iran’s un-
justified and illegal attacks on 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan reflects His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa’s leadership and strate-
gic vision.

It also represents a source of 
pride and honour for the King-

dom.
His Excellency Dr. Abdullatif 

bin Rashid Al Zayani, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, emphasised 
this as he sent congratulato-
ry cables to HM King Hamad 
and His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister.

The Minister noted that the 
achievement strengthens Bah-
rain’s diplomatic presence in 

international forums, includ-
ing the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, and underscores 
the Kingdom’s role as a reliable 
partner in global efforts to pro-
mote peace and security.

He further highlighted Bah-
rain’s active support for inter-
national initiatives aimed at 
fostering global stability.

H.E. Dr. Al Zayani added 
that this international achieve-
ment—led by Bahrain on behalf 

of the GCC states and Jordan 
during its current UN Securi-
ty Council membership and 
GCC chairmanship—reflects the 
Kingdom’s high standing on the 
global stage.

He concluded that it also 
demonstrates Bahrain’s endur-
ing commitment to diploma-
cy, international cooperation, 
and joint efforts to promote 
security, stability, and peace 
worldwide.HM the King HRH Prince Salman

Grave breach
Iranian attacks ‘direct threat to Bahrain security, stability and citizens’

• Arab Parliament 
backs steps taken 
by Kingdom to 
protect territory

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

The Arab Parliament has 
expressed full support 
for Bahrain, condemning 

what it called blatant Iranian at-
tacks on the Kingdom and back-
ing all steps taken to protect its 
security, sovereignty and people.

In a statement issued by Mo-
hammed Ahmed Al Yamahi, the 
Arab Parliament president, and 
addressed to Speaker Ahmed 
bin Salman Al Musallam, the 
legislative body said the attacks 
amounted to a grave breach of 
Bahrain’s sovereignty and posed 
a direct threat to its security, 
stability and citizens.

It said the acts were hos-
tile, ran against international 
law and the principles of good 
neighbourliness, and damaged 
the basis of peace and security 
across the region.

Escalation
The parliament said it con-

demned the attacks in the 
strongest terms, calling them 

part of an unacceptable course 
of escalation and hostile con-
duct aimed at destabilising the 
region.

It said the acts were a clear 
breach of the United Nations 
Charter and the rules of inter-
national law, which uphold the 
sovereignty of states and bar 
meddling in their internal af-
fairs.

The statement said the Arab 
Parliament stood fully with Bah-
rain and backed all measures 
taken by the kingdom to protect 
its national security, its people, 
its sovereignty and the integrity 
of its territory.

Right
It described that as a lawful 

right guaranteed by internation-

al laws and conventions.
The Arab Parliament also 

praised the resolve of Bahrain’s 
armed forces in facing what it 
called “these cowardly attacks” 
with firmness and strength.

The Arab Parliament warned 
that the continuation of what it 
described as provocative Iranian 
breaches and attacks posed a 

threat to Arab national security 
and harmed the chances of re-
gional stability.

It called for a firm and respon-
sible Arab and international 
stance to end such acts and en-
force respect for international 
law and the principles governing 
ties between states, including 
sovereign equality and territo-
rial integrity.

In its closing remarks, the 
statement prayed for Bahrain’s 
safety, security and stability un-
der the leadership of His Majes-
ty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, describing them as a 
source of strength and support 
for Bahrain and the Arab world.

Civil defense teams successfully extinguished a fire at a fuel tank facility in Muharraq hit by an Iranian attack yesterday 
morning

Mohammed Al Yamahi

Focus on Iranian aggression and labour market

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, remotely 
chaired the 520th Government Executive Committee meeting. Plans implemented to address the impact of 
the hostile Iranian aggression towards the Kingdom of Bahrain, and initiatives to develop labour market 
procedures were reviewed.

114 missiles 
and 190 drones 
intercepted
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s air defences 
have intercepted and 

destroyed 114 missiles and 
190 drones since the start of 
Iranian attacks, according 
to figures cited in a Nation-
al Communication Centre 
(NCC) briefing.

Yesterday alone, four mis-
siles and nine drones were 
brought down.

The NCC said Bahrain’s 
military and security bod-
ies were carrying out their 
tasks around the clock with-
in what it described as an 
integrated defence and se-
curity system.

New measures 
for visit visas
TDT | Manama

The Nationality, Pass-
ports and Residence Af-

fairs (NPRA) at the Ministry 
of Interior announced ex-
ceptional measures regard-
ing visit visas in light of the 
current circumstances, the 
treacherous Iranian aggres-
sion against the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, and the resulting 
cancellation or suspension 
of several flights.

The NPRA Undersecre-
tary, His Excellency Shaikh 
Hisham bin Abdulrahman 
Al Khalifa, stated yesterday 
that holders of all types of 
visit visas who are current-
ly inside the Kingdom and 
whose permitted stay ex-
pired on or after 28 Febru-
ary 2026 will be exempted 
from fines resulting from 
delayed departure from the 
country, for an additional 
period of one month fol-
lowing the reopening of the 
airspace.
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Homebound help
Indian associations in Bahrain organise chartered flights to India

Neethu V
TDT | Manama

In a strong show of commu-
nity support, Indian asso-
ciations in Bahrain - Kan-

nada Sangha Bahrain, Bahrain 
Keraleeya Samajham, Nav 
Bharat, and the Indian Club 
Bahrain - have begun organiz-
ing chartered flights to India 
in collaboration with Gulf Air, 
with the initiative receiving an 
overwhelming response from 
Indian residents.

Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam 
has announced a chartered 
flight from Dammam to Kochi 
on March 14 or 15.

The BD300 ticket includes 
transit visa charges and trans-
portation from Bahrain to Dam-
mam.

Transport
Similarly, Kannada Sangha 

Bahrain has arranged a flight 
from Dammam to Mumbai on 
March 16, with a BD280 ticket 
covering bus transport to Dam-
mam and the Saudi transit visa.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Ajith Bangera, President of 
Kannada Sangha Bahrain, said, 
“During COVID, Kannada Sang-
ha provided shelter homes and 
food. This time we are arranging 
flights as our contribution to the 
community.”

The organization has received 
around 400 bookings and is 
considering a second round of 
flights. Nav Bharat has seen a 
surge in interest, receiving more 
than 500 inquiries, well above 
the expected 250, with 230 pas-
sengers registered so far.

Pregnant women, children, 

and the elderly are being giv-
en priority. Dammam to Mum-
bai flight priced at BD 280 is 
planned for March 16.

Highlighting logistical chal-
lenges, Indian Club Bahrain 
President Mr. Joseph told The 
Daily Tribune: “The challenge 
is that so far only one flight has 
been allocated from Dammam 
to Chennai on March 20 at 
BD325, despite the overwhelm-

ing demand and response. The 
Chennai flight is fully booked, 
while requests for Delhi, Hy-
derabad, and Kerala flights are 
under consideration.”

Sentiment 
Reflecting the sentiment of 

many expats, Shaaji Palliyath, a 
long-time resident, said: “I have 
been in Bahrain for 28 years. 
Nothing matters more than the 

safety of my family, especial-
ly my children. I am confident 
Bahrain will overcome this chal-
lenge, hoping to be back soon.”

Organizers stressed that the 
initiative is primarily a commu-
nity service effort, with minimal 
margins involved.

Ajith Bangera

Joseph Joy

Shaaji Palliyath

BKS, Segaya sees heavy turnout

Indian residents line up at Saudi embassy

Many Bahrainis choose 
to stay closer to home

• Eid travel plans shift

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

For many families in Bah-
rain, the Eid Al Fitr holiday 

has long been associated with 
travel.

It is a time when suitcases 
are packed, airport halls grow 
crowded, and families set off to 
spend the festive break abroad.

For years, travelling during 
Eid has become a tradition for 
a large number of Bahrainis 
seeking a change of scenery 
after the holy month of Ram-
adan.

A survey conducted by The 
Daily Tribune, with assistance 
from several travel agencies, 
shows that some destinations 
consistently rank among the 
most popular choices for Bah-
raini travellers during the Eid 
holiday.

List
Turkey, the United King-

dom, Thailand, Egypt and 
Georgia often top the list, 
attracting visitors with their 
cooler weather, cultural at-
tractions and family friendly 
experiences.

This year, however, the situ-
ation is different.

With the ongoing region-
al tensions and the closure of 
Bahrain International Airport, 
travel agencies say the usual 

holiday rush has slowed sig-
nificantly.

Demand
Several travel offices told 

The Daily Tribune that even if 
the airport reopens and flights 
resume, demand may remain 
limited, as many travellers fear 
the possibility of sudden clo-
sures or disruptions at the last 
moment.

Instead, alternative travel 
plans are beginning to emerge.

Some travel agencies re-
vealed that they are preparing 
to organise overland trips to 
neighbouring countries such 
as Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Ku-
wait, with a reasonable level 
of interest already being ob-
served among travellers.

Plan
During interviews conduct-

ed by The Daily Tribune with 
a number of residents, many 
said they plan to remain in 
Bahrain this Eid and celebrate 
the holiday close to family and 
community.

Others shared that they are 
considering travelling by road 
to the holy city of Madinah in 
Saudi Arabia or to Karbalaa 
in Iraq.

In a year marked by un-
certainty, it appears that for 
many Bahrainis the meaning 
of Eid travel is quietly chang-
ing, shifting from distant 
destinations to journeys that 
remain closer to home and  
heart.

Sharing in grief

His Excellency Dr. Abdul Latif bin Rashid Al Zayani, Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak bin Daina, Minister of Oil and Environment, and 
H.E. General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Minister of Interior and Chairman of the Civil Defence Council, offered condolences to the family of a Bahraini 
citizen who died following an Iranian attack targeting civilian sites in the Kingdom of Bahrain. They noted that the Kingdom will remain safe and stable, united by 
strong social and humanitarian bonds and a shared national spirit under the leadership of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, and the directives of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Forces. They also prayed that the deceased rest in peace and that her family be granted patience and fortitude.

Show of compassion
His Excellency Ali Ahmed Al Derazi, 
Chairman of the National Institution 
for Human Rights (NIHR), visited the 
injured residents from the Sitra area 
following the hostile Iranian attacks that 
targeted residential neighbourhoods 
and civilian facilities. He was briefed 
on the health status of the injured and 
the level of medical care provided. 
Al Derazi commended the significant 
efforts of the medical and nursing staff 
in providing the necessary healthcare. 
He also affirmed the solidarity of 
the NIHR with the injured and their 
families, highlighting its commitment 
to monitoring their humanitarian and 
health conditions.

Tailors and hotels feel 
economic strain

Neethu V 
TDT | Manama

Tailors and restaurants 
among the worst hit by the 

economic impact following the 
current geopolitical tension.

For most other sectors, es-
pecially corporates, Ramadan 
is usually a slow period on its 
own.

But for tailors, quite the op-
posite. Ramadan is supposed 
to be a thriving, busy season 
for them.

Up until the last week of 
February, tailors were busy as 
usual for this time of year.

However, the missile attacks 
that began on February 28 
brought a sudden shift across 
the Gulf, turning what was ex-
pected to be a thriving season 
into one of the worst in years.

Business
Speaking to The Daily Trib-

une, a local tailor says: “This 
has been the worst Ramadan 
I’ve seen in years for business. 

Even COVID had an impact, but 
not like this. The last 10 days of 
Ramadan are usually our bus-
iest, yet orders have dropped 
sharply since the conflict be-
gan. Normally, we make over 
BD1,000 during Ramadan, but 
this year it’s fallen to less than 
BD350. We just hope things get 
back to normal soon.”

As for restaurants, Ramadan 
comes with its own challenges, 
as most outlets remain shut 
during the day.

However, the nights, with 
their iftar and ghabga culture, 
usually make up for it.

Gatherings
With many people coping 

with the new normal, night-
time outings and Ramadan 
gatherings have declined 
sharply.

Footfall has dropped sig-
nificantly over the last 10 
days, while high-end hotels 
and their ghabga business 
have also taken a severe hit 
since the beginning of the  
month.

This Ramadan brings a quiet afternoon for a local tailor
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https://eagm.bahrainclear.com

Announcement To the Shareholders of the National Bank of Bahrain B.S.C. 
(“NBB”) Regarding Participation in the Ordinary  and Extraordinary General 

Meetings Via Virtual Means

In light of the prevailing circumstances and in the interest of ensuring safety for 
NBB shareholders and stakeholders, the Board of Directors of NBB hereby 
announces that the OGM and EGM scheduled to be held on Wednesday, 18th 
March 2026 at 11:00 AM Bahrain Time, will now be conducted virtually 

through the eAGM Portal at:   

For any further enquiries, please contact NBB’s Board Secretariat 
Department by email at boardsec@nbbonline.com or +973 17205779

Sovereignty, safety hit
Attack on Muharraq fuel tanks ‘hostile aggression’ against civilian infrastructure

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

An attack on fuel tanks at a 
facility in Muharraq has 
been described by law-

yer Jassim Al Essa as a breach 
of Bahrain’s sovereignty and a 
threat to public safety, after what 
he said was a hostile strike on 
civilian infrastructure. 

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Al Essa said the assault 
on the site in Muharraq was 
“blatant aggression” and said 
it struck at both the state’s sov-
ereignty and the safety of the 

public. 
He said fuel and energy sites 

that serve daily civilian needs 
could not lawfully be treated as 
military targets.

Needs
“These facilities are not mili-

tary targets, but sites that serve 
society and secure its basic 
needs,” he said. “Any attack on 
them is condemned by every le-
gal and humanitarian standard.”

 Al Essa said the incident 
should not be seen as an iso-
lated act, but as an attempt to 
shake public calm and unsettle Bahrain. Even so, he said such acts would not break the coun-

try’s resolve.
“Such acts only make Bahrai-

nis more united and more deter-
mined to protect their country 
and rally around their leadership 
and national institutions,” he 
said.

 He said the strike also 
breached the rule requiring 
respect for the sovereignty of 
states and non-interference in 
their internal affairs.

The lawyer added that this 
left the international community 
with a duty to speak out and take 
a stand in defence of regional 
stability and collective security.

 Response

Al Essa also pointed to the re-
sponse inside Bahrain, saying 
the speed and skill shown by the 
competent authorities in dealing 
with the incident showed a high 
state of readiness in protecting 
lives, property and key facilities.

 “The safety of the homeland 
and the security of society are a 
red line that cannot be compro-
mised,” he said.

Bahrain, he added, would re-
main protected by “the unity of 
its people and the vigilance of its 
institutions”.

Such acts only 
make Bahrainis 
more united and 

more determined to 
protect their country 

and rally around 
their leadership and 
national institutions

JASSIM AL ESSA, LAWYER

Muharraq fuel fire contained

Civil defense teams successfully contained a fire at a fuel tank facility in Muharraq Governorate following an Iranian 
attack yesterday morning. The Ministry of Interior had initially urged residents in Al-Hidd, Arad, Qalali, and Samaheej 
to stay indoors and close windows and vents as a precaution. After completing cooling and safety measures, authorities 
confirmed it was safe for residents to resume normal activities and thanked them for their cooperation.

Expats praised for loyalty 
during Iranian attacks
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Expats in Bahrain showed 
strong loyalty and deep 

feeling for the kingdom during 
the Iranian attacks, Dalal Al 
Zayed, head of the Legislative 
and Legal Affairs Committee 
at the Shura Council, said in an 
interview with Bahrain TV.

She condemned the strikes 
as war crimes and said they hit 
civilian areas and key infra-
structure.

Al Zayed said the response 
from residents stood out in the 
aftermath of the attacks.

She spoke of the large num-
ber of expats who, she said, 
had shown loyalty and heart-
felt concern for Bahrain during 
the strain.

Authenticity
“We were surprised by the 

number of residents who 
demonstrated a number of 
principles of loyalty and au-
thenticity,” she said.

Many of them, she added, 
“grieved for the situation in 
Bahrain more than we grieved 
for losing things that passed in 
their lives”.

She said Bahrainis and res-
idents had stood together be-
hind the leadership, and praised 

the reassurance given by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

Calm
Their words, she said, had 

helped bring calm to people 
across the country.

“The people of Bahrain stand 
solidly and firmly with the lead-
ership,” she said, adding that 
both citizens and residents had 
played their part in protecting 
the country.

She also pointed to the role of 
residents on the national volun-
teering platform.

Turning to the attacks them-

selves, Al Zayed described them 
as “gross and blatant attacks” 
and said they amounted to ‘war 
crimes’ under international law.

Breach
She said they breached the 

UN Charter, international hu-
manitarian law and the Rome 
Statute of the International 
Criminal Court.

She said the strikes amounted 
to a “violation of the princi-
ple of state sovereignty” and 
a “breach of the principles of 
good neighborliness”.

Missiles and drones, she 
said, had been fired into ci-
vilian areas, causing damage 
to infrastructure and public  
facilities.

A large number 
of expats had 

shown loyalty and 
heartfelt concern 

for Bahrain during 
the strain

DALAL AL ZAYED, HEAD OF SHURA 
COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE AND LEGAL 

AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
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Profit push
Shura Council to debate plans to channel more state company earnings into general budget

• Finance committee 
urges rejection

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Plans to channel a great-
er share of profits from 
state-owned companies 

into Bahrain’s general budget 
will be presented to the Shura 
Council on Sunday.

However, the chamber’s fi-
nance committee has urged 
members to reject the two draft 
laws, warning that they conflict 
with existing legislation, un-
dermine the independence of 
public bodies and companies, 
and could ultimately leave the 
Treasury facing higher costs.

The measures stem from pro-
posals first passed by Parlia-
ment.

One of the proposals would 
amend Article 10 of Decree-Law 
No. 39 of 2002 on the general 
budget.

Amendment
The amendment would re-

quire that the income of all 
public bodies and institutions 
be transferred to the public ac-
count, along with the State’s 
net returns from wholly state-
owned companies and its share 
of profits in other firms after the 
legal reserve has been set aside.

The other would require at 
least 50 per cent of the State’s 
net  profits  from Bahrain 
Mumtalakat Holding Company 
and Bapco Energies to be en-
tered in the budget.

After hearing from the Min-
istry of Finance and National 
Economy, Mumtalakat and Bap-
co Energies, the Shura Council’s 
Financial and Economic Affairs 
Committee said the aim behind 

both bills was already being met 
under the laws now in force.

Oversight
In its view, state-owned com-

panies are already subject to 
oversight by the National Audit 
Office and must submit their 
budgets and final accounts to 
the Finance Ministry, so the 
draft laws would do little be-
yond repeating rules already 
in place.

The committee also said the 
plan runs against the system 
laid down in the budget law, 
which leaves some funds out-
side remittance where other 
laws provide for that.

It warned too that the move 
could cut into the financial and 
administrative independence 
granted by the Constitution to 
public bodies and institutions, 
leaving the bills at odds with 

Bahrain’s current financial sys-
tem.

Losses
The committee went further, 

saying the two laws might leave 
the State bearing the losses and 
costs of the companies in ques-
tion.

That, it said, could drive up 
public spending and widen the 
deficit. Any such move, the com-
mittee said, should come only 
after a full study of the likely 
financial effect.

The committee said bodies 
with their own legal standing 
and special financial rules were 
given that status for good rea-
son.

The point, it said, was to let 
them run their own affairs, grow 
the sectors under their care and 
meet their aims without leaning 
on the state budget to fund their 

work.

Change
Any change touching such 

bodies should, in its view, re-
spect the laws that created 
them and leave intact the basis 
of their financial and adminis-
trative independence.

The Finance Ministry reached 
much the same view.

It said the aim of the two bills 
can already be met through laws 
now in place.

Goals
It also argued that state-

owned companies working on 
commercial lines need room to 
act if they are to meet the goals 
for which they were formed.

The ministry said both draft 
laws clash with the Commercial 
Companies Law, which governs 
the drawing up of accounts and 
the sharing out of profits.

Khalid Al Maskati, Head of Shura Council’s Financial and Economic Affairs 
Committee

The amendment 
would require at 
least 50 per cent 

of the State’s 
net profits from 
Bahrain Mumta-

lakat Holding 
Company and 

Bapco Energies 
to be entered in 

the budget.

KNOW

BETTER

Shura to vote on 
nursery licensing 
amendment
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Shura members will be asked 
on Sunday to reject a draft 

amendment to the Child Law 
that would make nursery li-
cences and official approval a 
clear legal condition for set-
ting up, running or altering a 
nursery, after a new 2026 law 
covered the same area.

The Women and Child Af-
fairs Committee has recom-
mended voting the bill down 
in principle, saying the Private 
Educational Institutions Law, 
issued as Law No. 4 of 2026 on 
28 January, now governs nurs-
eries and kindergartens within 
a single legal framework that 
deals with licensing, approvals 
and penalties.

On that basis, the commit-
tee said the proposed changes 
to the Child Law have been 
overtaken.

The draft law was prepared 
to amend provisions of Law 
No. 37 of 2012 on the Child.

Approval
It aimed to make clearer 

which acts linked to nurseries 
are banned unless a licence has 
been issued or the competent 
authority has given approval, 
so that any criminal penalty 
rests on a clearer legal footing 
under the constitutional rule 
that crimes and punishments 

must be defined by law.
Under the proposal, the first 

paragraph of Article 63 would 
be replaced.

A new paragraph would be 
added to Article 20 to bar the 
acts referred to in the penal 
provision unless the licence 
or approval has been obtained.

The draft also updates dis-
ability-related wording in the 
Child Law by replacing old-
er terms with “persons with 
disabilities” and “person with 
a disability”. A fourth article 
deals with implementation.

Ejlal Bubshait, Head of Shura 
Council’s Women and Child Affairs 
Committee 

Lemon prices rise while other fruits stay steady
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

While fruit stalls across 
Bahrain continue to dis-

play a reassuring sense of nor-
mality despite the tense regional 
climate, lemons have quietly 
chosen a different path.

For shoppers moving between 
market aisles during Ramadan, 
the change is hard to miss.

Among baskets of apples, or-
anges and bananas whose prices 
have remained largely stable, 
the humble lemon has become 
noticeably more expensive.

The sharpest rise has been 
seen in Vietnamese lemons, 
whose price has climbed to 
nearly three times its previous 
level.

South African lemons have 

also edged up, though only 
slightly, while other varieties 
have either remained steady or 
increased by amounts too small 
for most shoppers to notice.

The shift has drawn attention 
during a time of year when lem-
ons hold a special place on the 
Bahraini table.

Their sharp flavour cuts 

through rich Ramadan meals, 
squeezed into fresh juices at if-
tar, mixed into salads or pressed 
over grilled fish and other dish-
es shared by families after sun-
set.

In an exclusive interview with 
The Daily Tribune, a fruit im-
porter explained that the rise 
cannot be attributed to regional 

tensions alone.
“As everyone knows, fruit 

prices depend on supply and 
demand,” he said. “Every Ram-
adan the demand for lemons 
increases because people use 
them in drinks, salads and many 
main dishes at the iftar table.”

Supply
He added that this year car-

ries an additional factor affect-
ing one particular variety.

“Vietnamese lemons are usu-
ally imported through the UAE, 
arriving at Jabel Ali port before 
reaching Bahrain,” he said. “Be-
cause that port has been affect-
ed by the ongoing tensions in 
the region, the price in Bahrain 
has also moved up. Our prices 
here are linked to what happens 
in Dubai.”

Quiet devotion fills 
Bahrain’s Nights of 
Qadr despite tensions
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

As the last ten nights of 
Ramadan unfold, mosques 

and matams across Bahrain 
continue to welcome wor-
shippers seeking the spiritual 
depth of Laylat Al Qadr, the 
Night of Decree. 

Despite the tense atmos-
phere the country has expe-
rienced in recent days, the 
nights remain filled with qui-
et devotion, reflection and 
prayer.

In several areas across the 
Kingdom, worshippers gath-
er after the evening prayers, 
carrying prayer books and 
Qurans, their voices rising 
softly in supplication.

The atmosphere is calm yet 
deeply emotional, as believers 
spend long hours in remem-
brance, hoping to witness a 
night described in the Quran 
as better than a thousand 
months.

During visits conducted by 
The Daily Tribune to several 
mosques and matams, wor-
shippers said that the current 
circumstances have made 
these nights feel even more 
meaningful.

Many explained that prayer 
during times of uncertainty 
carries a deeper sense of sin-
cerity and reliance on faith.

Families arrive together, 
while others come quietly on 
their own, seeking moments 
of reflection away from daily 
noise.

Some remain until the early 
morning hours, reciting verses 
of the Quran, offering addi-
tional prayers and asking for 
peace and protection for the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and its 
people.

Religious gatherings have 
continued in an organised and 
respectful manner, reflecting 
the community’s commitment 
to maintaining spiritual tradi-
tions while remaining mindful 
of the broader situation in the 
region.

For many in Bahrain, the 
Nights of Qadr have always 
been moments of hope and 
spiritual renewal.

This year, however, the 
prayers seem to carry an ad-
ditional layer of meaning, as 
worshippers ask not only for 
personal blessings but also for 
stability, safety and calm for 
the kingdom.

Even in uncertain times, the 
quiet glow of faith continues 
to light Bahrain’s Ramadan 
nights.

Praying for peace and protection for 
the Kingdom and its people

Psychiatric review ordered in drug parcel appeal
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A Bahraini housewife jailed 
for 10 years after a drug-

filled parcel was found hidden 

among sweets and food from 
Europe is to undergo a psychiat-
ric assessment after her lawyer 
told the appeal court she had 
been in treatment for 25 years.

The Fifth High Criminal 

Court of Appeal ordered the 
46-year-old to be examined to 
assess her mental state and de-
cide if she was fully answerable 
for her actions.

The court fixed 18 March for 

the next hearing.
She is appealing against a 

court ruling, which jailed her 
for 10 years, fined her BD5,000 
and ordered the seized items to 
be confiscated.



Alba holds virtual AGM for 2026
Manama

Aluminium Bahrain B.S.C. 
(Alba), the world’s largest 

aluminium smelter on one site, 
held its 16th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on Thursday 
12 March 2026, via virtual at-
tendance, in accordance with 
applicable regulations. The 
meeting was chaired by His 
Excellency Mr. Khalid Omar Al 
Rumaihi, Chairman of Alba’s 
Board and attended by Alba’s 
Board of Directors, Executive 
Management, shareholders, and 
representatives from regulatory 
authorities.

During the meeting, the 
shareholders reviewed and ap-
proved the minutes of the pre-
vious AGM held on 12 March 
2025, together with the Board 
of Directors’ Report on Alba’s 
business activities and the con-
solidated financial statements 
for the year ended 31 December 
2025. 

Approvals were given to the 
distribution of cash dividends 
to shareholders at Fils 54.06 per 
share, equivalent to 54.06% of 
the paid up capital, amounting 
to BD76.5 million (inclusive of 
the interim dividends of Fils 
10.55 per share distributed to 
the shareholders by 27 August 
2025). The final dividend of Fils 
43.51 per share will be paid to 
the shareholders - at the record 
date of 25 March 2026 - from 
08 April 2026. In addition, the 
shareholders approved and au-
thorised the Board of Directors 

to declare and pay interim div-
idends during future financial 
years, subject to defined con-
ditions relating to profitability, 
solvency, and external auditor 
review.

Approvals were also given 
to the Board of Directors’ to-
tal remuneration of BD420,000 
for the year ended 31 Decem-
ber 2025 and the transfer 
of BD142,142,539 to the Re-
tained Earnings. The Report 
of the Board of Directors for 
the year-ended 31 December 
2025 was approved while the 
External Auditors’ Report for 
the Financial Statements for 
the year-ended 31 December 
2025 was reviewed during this 
meeting. In addition, the 2025 
Corporate Governance Report 
was tabled before the share-
holders for approval and Ernst 
& Young were reappointed as 
the Company’s External Audi-
tors for 2026.

During the AGM, the share-

holders approved the appoint-
ment of six Directors by Bahrain 
Mumtalakat Holding Co. B.S.C. 
©: HE Khaled Omar Al Rumaihi, 
Shaikh Isa bin Khalid Al Khal-
ifa, Mr. Omar Syed, Mrs. Rose-
lyne Renel, Mrs. Rasha Sabkar, 
and Mr. Riccardo Picca; the 
appointment of one director 
by Saudi Arabian Mining Com-
pany (Ma’aden) - Mr. Ahmed 
Al Shaikh. In addition, the 
shareholders elected 3 Direc-
tors, Mr. Bruce Cox, Mr. Khaled 
Al Rowais and Mr. Armando 
Martinez as independent board 
Directors for the next term of 
three years (2026-2029).

As part of the AGM agenda, 
the shareholders approved the 
proposed acquisition of 100% of 
Aluminium Dunkerque Indus-
tries France, subject to regulato-
ry approvals. The shareholders 
further authorised the Board of 
Directors to execute all relat-
ed transaction documentation, 
financing arrangements, and 
guarantees in connection with 

the transaction.
Commenting on the occasion, 

His Excellency Mr. Khalid Omar 
Al Rumaihi, Chairman of Alba’s 
Board of Directors, said:

“I take the opportunity to 
thank the former Board mem-
bers for their valuable contri-
butions during the last term, 
a period that reflected Alba’s 
progress across operational ex-
cellence, financial strength, ESG 
leadership, and the execution 
of important growth priorities.

I also warmly welcome the 
new Board members and look 
forward to working alongside 
them and the Executive Man-
agement team as we advance 
Alba’s strategic agenda, includ-
ing the proposed acquisition of 
Aluminium Dunkerque. This 
transaction represents a stra-
tegic inflection point for Alba, 
expanding our footprint into 
Europe and advancing our am-
bition to build a geographically 
diversified, low carbon alumin-
ium platform.”

Eskan Bank Affirms Service Continuity and Customer 
Commitment Amid Regional Developments
Manama

Eskan Bank (EB or the 
“Bank”) has affirmed that 

its operations and services 
continue to run normally and 
efficiently across all channels, 
reflecting the strength and re-
silience of Bahrain’s financial 
sector amid ongoing regional 
developments.

The Bank confirmed that all 
banking services remain fully 
available to customers, sup-
ported by robust operational 
systems and well-established 
business continuity plans that 
ensure uninterrupted service 
delivery. Eskan Bank continues 
to prioritize customer needs 
while maintaining high stand-
ards of operational stability and 
service reliability. The Bank 
reaffirmed that maintaining 
customer trust and service con-
tinuity remains a key priority, 
as it continues to support the 

stability and resilience of Bah-
rain’s financial sector.

The Bank also noted that its 
digital banking platforms and 
online services remain fully op-
erational, enabling customers 

to access a wide range of bank-
ing services remotely and com-
plete their transactions seam-
lessly. Eskan Bank’s continued 
investment in digital infra-
structure and operational sys-
tems has further strengthened 
its ability to provide secure and 
efficient services across multi-
ple channels, ensuring individ-
uals and businesses can access 
essential banking services with 
ease and confidence.

On this occasion, Eskan Bank 
praised the wise leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, may God 
protect him, and the continued 
efforts of the Government of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain led 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, in safeguarding 
the security and stability of 
the Kingdom. The Bank also 

commended the dedication of 
Bahrain’s defense and security 
authorities in protecting the 
nation and ensuring the contin-
ued functioning of vital sectors.

The Bank also commended 
the role of the Central Bank 
of Bahrain in strengthening 
the resilience and stability of 
the financial sector through its 
robust regulatory and supervi-
sory framework, which enables 
financial institutions to main-
tain operational readiness and 
respond effectively to evolving 
circumstances.

Furthermore, Eskan Bank 
highlighted the importance of 
collaboration across the finan-
cial sector to ensure prepar-
edness and resilience during 
changing circumstances. The 
Bank reaffirmed its commit-
ment to maintaining reliable 
financial services while sup-
porting Bahrain’s broader eco-
nomic stability.

Standard Chartered Confirms Uninterrupted 
Operations Across the Kingdom
Manama

Standard Chartered Bahrain 
has confirmed that its op-

erations across the Kingdom 
remain fully functional and 
continue to run at full capacity. 
The Bank reaffirmed its abili-
ty to deliver seamless banking 
and financial services through 
both its branch network and 
digital platforms, ensuring that 
clients’ needs are met without 
interruption and that service 
continuity is maintained at all  

times.
Dr. Boutros Klink, CEO of 

Standard Chartered Bahrain, 
said: “The Bank remains com-
mitted to ensuring uninterrupt-
ed access to banking services for 
its clients and continues to op-
erate with robust business con-
tinuity arrangements in place. 
These measures are supported 
by strong operational resilience, 
advanced digital capabilities 
and well-established contingen-
cy planning.”

Dr. Klink further added: “Bah-

rain remains a strategic market 
for Standard Chartered, and 
the Kingdom’s financial sector 
is resilient and well-prepared, 
supported by the strong regu-
latory oversight of the Central 
Bank of Bahrain and a highly 
robust financial infrastructure. 
We are steadfast in supporting 
our clients and contributing 
to Bahrain’s dynamic financial 
ecosystem, which continues 
to demonstrate stability and 
strength even amid wider re-
gional developments.”
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BisB Confirms Full 
Operational Continuity 
across Branches and 
Digital Services
Manama

Bahrain Islamic Bank (BisB), 
the leading provider of 

innovative Islamic financial 
solutions for simplifying mon-
ey matters in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, has confirmed 
that its branch network con-
tinues to operate smoothly, 
while strictly adhering to all 
approved precautionary and 
regulatory measures to ensure 
the safety of both customers 
and employees during this  
period.

BisB’s digital channels re-
main fully operational around 
the clock, seven days a week. 
The Bank encourages custom-
ers to utilise these platforms 
to facilitate their transactions 
securely and at their conven-
ience.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Fatema AlAlawi, Chief 
Executive Officer of BisB, stat-
ed, “Amid current develop-
ments, our priority is to ensure 
we are meeting our customers’ 
needs with the same level of 
reliability they have always ex-
pected from us. This stability 
reflects the proactive meas-
ures taken by our leadership 
and esteemed government. 
We also extend our sincere 
appreciation to the frontline 
workers dedicated to the 

safety and well-being of our  
nation.”

The Bank continues to mon-
itor developments closely in 
coordination with the Central 
Bank of Bahrain and relevant 
authorities. With effective 
business continuity plans in 
place, BisB is maintaining the 
highest levels of readiness 
to navigate various circum-
stances. Clients are urged to 
monitor the Bank’s official 
communication channels 
for any further updates and  
guidance.

Bahrain Bourse’s Board 
of Directors Holds First 
Board Meeting for 2026

Manama

The Board of Directors of 
Bahrain Bourse (BHB) held 

its first meeting for the year 
2026 on Thursday, 12th March 
2026 chaired by Mr. Yusef Ab-
dullah Al Yusef, Chairman of 
Bahrain Bourse.

During the meeting, the 
Board discussed the topics 
on the agenda and reviewed 
the progress made in imple-
menting its previous decisions 
and recommendations. The 
Board also discussed recom-
mendations of the Board’s 
Committees, and reviewed 
the progress of the projects 
and initiatives under the 2025 
Operational Plan, along with 
Bahrain Bourse’s Key Perfor-
mance Indicators (KPIs) for  
2025. 

The Board approved Bahrain 
Bourse’s consolidated financial 
statements as of 31st December 
2025, and also agreed to re-
appoint the external auditors 
for the year 2026. Both items 

were recommended to Bah-
rain Bourse’s shareholder, HE 
Minister of Industry & Com-
merce, the Minister mandated 
to carry out the responsibilities 
of Bahrain Bourse’s sharehold-
er, for approval as part of the 
agenda for the 2025 General 
Assembly.

In line with enhancing gov-
ernance and compliance, the 
Board approved the proposed 
amendment to the Anti-Mon-
ey Laundering Policy, as well 
as the Bahrain Bourse Corpo-
rate Governance Report for 
2025. The Board also reviewed 
the results of the Board and 
committee evaluations for the 
same year.

The meeting concluded 
with a discussion of the lat-
est developments concerning 
Bahrain Bourse under the 
current circumstances, and 
the Board made the necessary 
decisions to support business 
continuity plans and enhance 
performance in line with best 
practices.

Fatema AlAlawi

Abdulla Taleb, General Manager at 
Eskan Bank

Dr. Boutros Klink

Alba Chairman - HE Khalid Al 
Rumaihi



Iran tightens Gulf oil grip
New Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei orders the continued closure of the world’s most vital oil artery
AFP | Tehran

Iran’s new supreme leader 
ordered his forces to keep 
the vital Strait of Hormuz 

shipping lane shut yesterday, as 
Tehran launched more devastat-
ing attacks on Gulf energy targets 
that sent global oil prices soaring.

The International Energy 
Agency warned the Middle East 
war could lead to to “the largest 
supply disruption” in history but 
US President Donald Trump said 
stopping the Islamic republic’s 
“evil empire” was more impor-
tant than crude prices.

Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, 
who was reportedly injured in 
an air strike, has yet to appear 
publicly since his nomination 
last Sunday as supreme leader, 
and his defiant first message was 
read by a newscaster on state 
television.

Khamenei, whose father and 
predecessor Ali Khamenei was 
killed in the first wave of US-Is-
raeli attacks at the start of the 
war, called for Gulf countries to 
close their US military bases and 
vowed to avenge “the blood of 
our children and grandchildren”.

“The lever of blocking the 
Strait of Hormuz must definite-
ly be used,” Khamenei said of 
the waterway through which a 
quarter of the world’s seaborne 
oil trade usually transits.

The Revolutionary Guards re-
acted swiftly, with the force’s 
navy commander Alireza Tangsi-
ri saying: “In response to the or-
der of the commander-in-chief, 
we will deliver the harshest 
blows to the aggressor enemy 
while maintaining the strategy 
of closing the Strait of Hormuz.”

Under attack from Iran, ship-
ping in and around Hormuz has 

been at a near-standstill for days, 
with another three vessels target-
ed in the Gulf off the coast of the 
United Arab Emirates and Iraq.

Trump has faced intense po-
litical pressure as the global eco-
nomic fallout of the crisis has 
mounted, and he has given re-
peated mixed messages on when 
the US air campaign might end.

As oil prices spiked above $100 
a barrel, Trump wrote on social 

media that “of far greater interest 
and importance to me, as Presi-
dent, is stoping an evil Empire, 
Iran, from having Nuclear Weap-
ons, and destroying the Middle 
East and, indeed, the World.”

The Paris-based IEA, a world 

authority on energy markets, 
warned yesterday the 13-day 
conflict “is creating the largest 
supply disruption in the history 
of the global oil market”, which 
would surpass those of the 1970s.

With Gulf states slashing pro-

duction and oil tankers stuck in 
the Gulf, benchmark oil pric-
es have risen 40-50 percent 
since the US and Israel attacked 
Iran on February 28, threaten-
ing to crimp growth and stoke  
inflation.

ONE WHO DECEIVES WILL 
ALWAYS FIND THOSE WHO ALLOW 
THEMSELVES TO BE DECEIVED
NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY
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About one-fifth of 
the world’s oil and 
liquefied natural 

gas passes through 
the narrow Strait of 
Hormuz, making the 
conflict’s disruption 

potentially the largest 
shock to global energy 

supply

KNOW WHAT

The United States is the 
largest Oil Producer 

in the World, by far, so 
when oil prices go up, 

we make a lot of money. 
BUT, of far greater 

interest and importance 
to me, as President, is 
stoping an evil Empire, 

Iran, from having 
Nuclear Weapons, and 
destroying the Middle 
East and, indeed, the 

World
DONALD TRUMP

A policeman inspects the wreckage of a drone in downtown Dubai

Rescue workers gather outside a damaged residential building as residents collect belongings from the rubble in Tehran

Drone falls near Dubai financial 
district after Iran threats
AFP | Dubai

A drone fell near Dubai’s fi-
nancial district yesterday, 

an AFP journalist saw, a day 
after some companies evacu-
ated the area following threats 
from Iran against economic 
targets linked to the US and  
Israel.

On Wednesday, US bank-
ing giant Citi, consultancies 

Deloitte and PwC, as well as 
other firms closed their offic-
es or told employees to leave, 
mainly in Dubai’s financial dis-
trict, sources told AFP.

It followed threats from Teh-
ran in the wake of a reported 
US-Israeli attack on a bank in 
Iran.

Dubai is a major financial 
hub in the Middle East and 
the United Arab Emirates has 

borne the brunt of Iran’s at-
tacks against its Gulf neigh-
bours since the war erupted on 
February 28.

Authorities in the city said a 
drone attack in the Al Bada’a 
area caused falling debris to 
hit the facade of a building on 
Sheikh Zayed Road -- a key 
thoroughfare that runs close to 
Dubai’s International Financial 
Centre.

Kuwait reports damage after 
drone attack on airport
AFP | Kuwait City

Drone strikes caused dam-
age at Kuwait’s interna-

tional airport, authorities said 

yesterday, after the facility 
came under fire again during 
Iran’s attacks against the Gulf.

“The civil aviation announc-
es that Kuwait International 

Airport was targeted by several 
drones, resulting only in mate-
rial damage,” authorities said in 
a statement, adding that there 
were no casualties.

Container ship 
near UAE struck, 
causing small 
fire: UK maritime 
agency
AFP | Dubai

A projectile struck a 
container ship near 

the United Arab Emir-
ates, the UK maritime 
agency said yesterday, 
as Iran carries out a 
military campaign to 
disrupt global markets 
by choking trade in the  
Gulf.

“The container ship 
was struck by (an) un-
known projectile causing 
a small fire onboard,” the 
United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations 
(UKMTO) said in a state-
ment, adding the ship’s 
crew had been reported 
as safe.

Saudi defence ministry says intercepted 
drones headed to Shaybah oil field
AFP | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia intercepted 
three drones headed towards 

the Shaybah oil field yesterday.
The Gulf kingdom’s defence 

ministry said an “unmanned 
aerial vehicle heading towards 
the Shaybah field... was inter-
cepted and destroyed”.

Earlier the ministry said 

two drones heading towards 
the same field were similarly 
destroyed, announcing the in-
terception in a separate post  
on X.

• UK Foreign 
Secretary Yvette 
Cooper arrived 
in Saudi Arabia 
yesterday on the 
first ministerial visit 
to the region since 
the start of the war

• Two crew on 
the USS Gerald R. 
Ford -- the world’s 
largest aircraft 
carrier currently 
deployed for the war 
against Iran -- were 
injured Thursday 
in a laundry room 
fire, the US Navy 
said. “Two sailors 
are currently 
receiving medical 
treatment for non-
life-threatening 
injuries and are in 
stable condition,” a 
statement from US 
Naval Forces Central 
Command said

• Israel’s military 
said it had struck 
a site in Iran it 
claimed was being 
used by the Islamic 
Republic to develop 
nuclear weapons

• The UN refugee 
agency says up to 
3.2 million people 
in Iran have been 
displaced by the 
ongoing war

• An attack on 
an Italian base in 
Iraqi Kurdistan 
caused damage but 
no injuries, Italian 
authorities said

• 1,200+ killed 
in Iran per health 
ministry



US ‘not ready’ for escorts
US says navy escorts for tankers in Strait of Hormuz delayed as military focuses on Iran strikes
AFP | Washington

The US military is currently 
“not ready” to escort tank-
ers through the critical 

Strait of Hormuz because all its 
assets are focused on striking 
Iran, Energy Secretary Chris 
Wright said yesterday.

Wright’s comments came as an 
attack on two oil tankers off Iraq 
killed at least one person, and oil 
prices briefly soared past $100.

Since launching the war on 
Iran, US President Donald Trump 
has sought to calm the markets 
by offering US Navy escorts for oil 
tankers and reinsurance facilities 
for shipping companies -- but no 
escorts have so far taken place.

“It’ll happen relatively soon, 
but it can’t happen now. We’re 
simply not ready,” Wright told 
CNBC. “All of our military as-
sets right now are focused on 
destroying Iran’s offensive ca-
pabilities and the manufactur-
ing industry that supplies their 
offensive capabilities.”

He added that it was “quite 
likely” such escorts would be 

taking place by the end of the 
month.

On Tuesday, Wright sent oil 
prices see-sawing when he said 
US ships had carried out an es-
cort, before his social media 
post was swiftly deleted and the 
White House denied that such an 
operation had occurred.

Wright sparked 
market chaos Tuesday 

claiming US escorts 
had begun—post 

swiftly deleted—before 
admitting yesterday 

no protection exists as 
military targets Iran’s 
factories instead

KNOW WHAT

A steeplejack assesses the damage after a building was hit by a reported drone strike in Dubai’s Creek Harbour

Commercial vessels are pictured offshore in Dubai

Humanitarian aid is 
gathered on the tarmac to 
be loaded into an aircraft 
destined for Lebanon at 
Roissy-Charles de Gaulle 
Airport on the outskirts 
of Paris

A satellite image shows 
airstrike damage to 
Khavar Shahr military 
garrison in Khavar 
Shahr, some 40 kms 
25 miles) southeast of 
Tehran, Iran

Mourners attend the 
funeral of four family 
members killed overnight 
by Israeli air strikes that 
targeted the southern 
Lebanese coastal city of 
Tyre in Lebanon

Attacks on oil tankers off Iraq kills one
AFP | Baghdad

An attack on two oil tank-
ers off Iraq killed at least 

one crew member, an Indian 
national, as Iran pressed a cam-
paign to disrupt global energy 
markets in retaliation for US 
and Israeli strikes.

Farhan Al-Fartousi, from 
Iraq’s General Company for 
Ports, told AFP that “all crew 
members of the two tankers 
were rescued,” adding that the 

51 workers were in good con-
dition.

The attack killed at least one 
crew member, said Fartousi.

India’s embassy in Iraq said 
yesterday an Indian national 
had died in the attack, with 15 
other Indian crew members 
evacuated.

The attack occurred roughly 
50 kilometres (30 miles) from 
Iraq’s coast.

Iraq’s State Organisation 
for Marketing of Oil (SOMO) 

said that two tankers are Mal-
tese-flagged oil  ZEFYROS and 
the SAFESEA VISHNU which was 
sailing under the Marshall Is-
lands flag.

I r a n ’ s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
Guards said yesterday they 
had struck the Marshall Is-
lands-flagged ship Safesea, 
which they claimed was US-
owned, in the north of the 
Gulf “after ignoring and not 
complying with warnings and  
alerts”.

Iran accuses EU of ‘complicity’ in 
US-Israeli attacks: FM spokesman
AFP | Tehran

Ira n ’s  f o re i g n  m i n i st r y 
spokesman accused the 

European Union yesterday 

of “complicity” in the US-Is-
raeli attacks on the Islamic  
republic.

“The European Union’s in-
difference and acquiescence 

in the face of US and Israe-
li aggression, brutalities and 
atrocities amounts to nothing 
less than complicity,” Esmaeil 
Baqaei said in a post on X.

Turkey talking to US, Iran 
in bid to end war: minister
AFP | Ankara

Turkey is talking to both 
Washington and Tehran in 

a bid to end the Middle East war, 
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan 
said yesterday as the conflict 
raged.

“We have been experiencing 
the most intense moments of 
the war in the last few days,” 
he told a news conference in 
Ankara alongside his German 
counterpart Johann Wadephul.

“The question is, what chanc-
es are there for negotiation, to 
what extent is it possible?” he 
added.

“This war should end as soon 
as possible... We are talking to 
the Iranian side, and we are 
talking to the American side,” 
he said.

“But there is an ongoing mil-
itary operation, there are cer-
tain realities: this unprovoked 
attack on Iran is as unjust and 
unlawful as Iran’s attacks on 
Gulf countries.”

Since the war began, said 
Fidan, Turkey had engaged in 
“intense” diplomatic efforts to 
end the confrontation.

“The task now is to prevent a 
further escalation of this war,” 
Wadephul said after the pair 
held talks in the Turkish capital.

“Then we will very quickly 
have to address the following 
questions: how can this conflict 
be resolved in a lasting manner, 
and how can a reliable security 
architecture be achieved in the 
region?”

‘A common interest’ 
Fidan also called for an end to 

Israel’s bombardment of Leba-
non, saying it had forced the dis-
placement of “nearly a million 

people” and warning it could 
bring the country to its knees.

“Israel’s attacks must end 
before the Lebanese state col-
lapses,” he said, warning that if 
that were to happen, it would 
“profoundly affect the entire 
region” especially the neigh-
bouring countries.

“The displacement of nearly a 
million people from their homes 
is absolutely unacceptable,” he 
said.

Some of Iran’s neighbours 
have long feared that any pro-
longed strikes or internal chaos 
trigger an influx of refugees, 
such as Turkey experienced 
during Syria’s civil war.

So far, that has not been the 
case with the Iran war.

“It is entirely right and pru-
dent for Turkey to also consider 
the consequences that the cur-
rent crisis could have on pos-
sible refugee movements from 
Iran to Turkey,” Wadephul said.

“To date, we have not seen 
anything of the sort, but we have 
a common interest in preventing 
this from happening,” he added.

Iran security 
chief threatens 
reciprocal 
attacks in 
region if 
US targets 
electricity
AFP | Tehran

Iran’s security chief Ali 
Larijani  threatened 

yesterday to target power 
grids in the region if the 
United States attacked the 
Islamic republic’s electric-
ity supplies.

“If they do that, the 
whole region will  go 
dark in less than half an 
hour and darkness pro-
vides ample opportunity 
to hunt down US service-
men running for safety,” 
said Larijani in a post  
on X.

US President Donald 
Trump had said US forc-
es could knock out Iran’s 
electricity supply “within 
one hour” -- leaving the 
country with reconstruc-
tion that could take a  
generation.

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan (L) and Germany’s Foreign Minister 
Johann Wadephul attend a joint press conference following their meeting in 
Ankara

We have been 
experiencing the most 

intense moments of 
the war in the last few 
days. The question is, 

what chances are there 
for negotiation, to what 

extent is it possible? 
This war should end as 
soon as possible... We 

are talking to the Iranian 
side, and we are talking 

to the American side. 
But there is an ongoing 

military operation, there 
are certain realities: 

this unprovoked attack 
on Iran is as unjust 

and unlawful as Iran’s 
attacks on Gulf countries

HAKAN FIDAN



US says Iran campaign cost 
$11 billion in six days: NYT
AFP | Washington

The opening week of the 
war against Iran cost the 
United States more than 

$11.3 billion, lawmakers were 
told in a Pentagon briefing, ac-
cording to a New York Times 
report underscoring the pace at 
which the conflict is consuming 
weapons and resources.

The Times, citing unnamed 
sources familiar with Tuesday’s 
closed-door briefing, said mem-
bers of Congress were told that 
the figure excludes many costs 
connected with the buildup to 
the strikes -- suggesting the final 
tally for the first week could rise 
substantially.

Defense officials had previ-
ously told Congress that roughly 
$5.6 billion worth of munitions 
were expended in just the first 
two days of fighting, according 
to US media -- a burn rate far 
higher than earlier public es-
timates.

The Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) in-
dependent think tank in Wash-

ington estimated that the first 
100 hours of Operation Epic 
Fury cost $3.7 billion -- or more 
than $891 million per day.

Most of these costs, $3.5 b, had 
not already been budgeted, the 
CSIS said.

The Iran War Cost Tracker 

website, which estimates the 
cost of the conflict in real time, 
showed a figure of more than 
$17 b on its counter yesterday.

Russian envoy reports 
‘productive meeting’ 
with US negotiators
AFP | London

Russian President Vladimir 
P u t i n ’ s  e n v o y  s a i d 

Wednesday that he had joined 
a “productive meeting” with 
US negotiators, the first talks 
between Moscow and Wash-
ington since the start of the 
Iran war.

The discussions in Florida 
come after the United States 
lifted some sanctions on Rus-
sian oil earlier this week -- im-
posed because of Moscow’s 
2022 invasion of Ukraine -- to 
ease prices as war engulfed the 
Middle East.

“Thank you, Steve, Jared, 
and Josh, for a productive 
meeting,” Russian negotia-
tor Kirill Dmitriev posted on 
X, referring to US President 
Donald Trump’s roving global 
envoy Steve Witkoff, Trump’s 
son-in-law Jared Kushner, and 
White House Senior Advisor 
Josh Gruenbaum.

“The teams discussed a va-
riety of topics and agreed to 
stay in touch,” Witkoff posted 
earlier.

Trump said this week that 
Putin, to whom he spoke on 
Monday, wanted to be “help-
ful” in relation to the Middle 
East war.

Dmitriev said after the Flor-
ida meeting that Washington 
was “beginning to better un-
derstand” the importance of 
Russian oil.

“We discussed promising 
projects that could contrib-

ute to the restoration of Rus-
sian-American relations and 
the current crisis on global 
energy markets,” he wrote in 
a Telegram post.

“Today, many countries, 
primarily the United States, 
are beginning to better un-
derstand the key, systemic 
role of Russian oil and gas in 
ensuring the stability of the 
global economy, as well as the 
ineffectiveness and destruc-
tive nature of sanctions against  
Russia.”

The Kremlin said yesterday 
that it was too early to talk 
about cooperation between 
Russia and the United States 
on energy markets, but that 
the topic was “certainly being 
discussed”.
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Strike on Beirut seafront kills 8 as 
Israel threatens to ‘take territory’

Violence escalates in Lebanon after rockets and drones target Israel

• Israel threatens
expanded offensive

• Hundreds killed
in Lebanon conflict

• Mass displacement
across the country

AFP | Beirut

An Israeli strike on central 
Beirut’s seafront killed 
eight people yesterday, 

Lebanon’s health ministry said, 
as Israel threatened to expand 
operations and seize territory 
if Hezbollah does not stop its 
attacks.

After Hezbollah announced a 
new operation against Israel on 
Wednesday night, Israeli De-
fence Minister Israel Katz said 
the following day he ordered 
troops to “prepare for expand-
ing” attacks in Lebanon.

“I warned the President of 
Lebanon that if the Lebanese 
government does not know how 
to control the territory and pre-
vent Hezbollah from threaten-
ing northern communities and 
firing toward Israel -- we will 
take the territory and do it our-

selves,” Katz said.
Both Israel and Iran said Hez-

bollah on Wednesday launched 
a simultaneous attack with the 
Iranian military, while Hezbol-
lah declared it was staging a new 
operation.

The Israeli military said the 
attack saw Hezbollah launch 

“approximately 200 rockets, ap-
proximately 20 UAVs (drones)” 
in the biggest barrage from the 
group since the start of the war.

Israel’s strike on Ramlet 
al-Bayda on Beirut’s seaside 
killed eight people and wound-
ed 31, according to Lebanon’s 
health ministry.

An AFP correspondent at the 
scene saw a damaged motor-
cycle and two damaged cars, 
with the area, usually bustling 
with crowds, now sealed off by 
security forces.

Blood stains were on the pave-
ment, with a small hole in the 
ground.

 ‘We won’t leave’ 
“We saw dead people on the 

ground,” said Aseel Habbaj, a 
displaced woman who had been 
sheltering in a nearby tent after 
fleeing Israeli bombings in other 
areas of Lebanon.

“We were all asleep in my 
tent, when suddenly we heard 
a noise,” Habbaj told AFP. “We 
jumped up and went to see 
what was happening,” before 
a second strike wounded her  
husband.

Her 40-year-old neighbour 

Dalal al-Sayed said she had opt-
ed to pitch her tent at the seaside 
after fleeing attacks in southern 
Lebanon “because the last thing 
we expected was Israel to hit 
Beirut”.

Her family could not afford to 
rent apartments, she said.

“We won’t leave, we will stay 
here even if we die,” she added.

The seaside attack was the 
third in the heart of the capi-
tal since the Middle East war 
began.

Displaced people have been 
sleeping rough or in tents on 
the streets of Beirut, including 
in Ramlet al-Bayda, where some 
shelters were hit by shrapnel 
from yesterday’s strike, accord-
ing to the AFP correspondent.

Israel has also repeatedly hit 
the southern suburbs of Beirut, 
a Hezbollah stronghold, where 
the Israeli military said yester-
day it had struck 10 Hezbollah 
targets.

Strikes on Aramoun, a res-
idential area south of Beirut, 
also killed three people and 
wounded a child, according to 
the health ministry.

Lebanon’s National News 
Agency reported several Israeli 
strikes on the south of the coun-
try, where Hezbollah has long 
held sway.

The Beirut seafront 
strike was the third at-
tack inside the capital 
since the war began, 
hitting an area where 
displaced families had 

pitched tents after 
fleeing earlier bom-

bardments

KNOW WHAT

The talks in Florida 
followed Washing-

ton’s decision to ease 
some sanctions on 
Russian oil, aimed 

at stabilizing global 
energy prices during 

the escalating Middle 
East conflict

KNOW

BETTER

USAF military ground personnel load Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) into a US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer bomber 
on the tarmac at RAF Fairford in south-west England

A man stands on the rubble of a destroyed building as firefighters work at the site of overnight Israeli airstrikes in the 
Haret Hreik neighbourhood of Beirut’s southern suburbs

Iran arrests nearly 200 people over US-Israel war: rights group
AFP | Paris

Iranian authorities have ar-
rested nearly 200 people na-

tionwide on charges related to 
the US-Israeli war against the 

Islamic republic, a US-based 
rights group said yesterday.

The charges relate to accu-
sations including over activ-
ity on social media, sending 
content to foreign media out-

lets, espionage and disturb-
ing public order, the US-based 
Human Rights Activists News 
Agency (HRANA) said, adding 
its count was based on official  
reports.

It said at least 195 people 
had been arrested nationwide 
including in the capital Tehran 
and the northern hub of Tabriz 
as well as other cities and prov-
inces across the country.
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Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
OLIVE HOTEL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17251444 or NAMALCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727676 or aqeel@
basma.com.bh
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of AIR-CONDITION-
ING TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyed-
cg.com
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
AHAAD 339 BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33916207 or OTAVABH.2022@GMAIL.
COM
USMAN CARGO HANDLING AND SERVICES  
W.L.L W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36721534 or USMAN.TRAVEL.
BH@GMAIL.COM
LAYALY ALRIFFA BOUTIQUE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66999849 or AL-
SAQERK3@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
SAMIR ODEH AUTOMOTIVE AND INDUSTRIAL 
CO WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39409694 or ASO@SOSGROUP.
COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QASSIM@
HERTEL.COM
Tandoori Tarka Restaurant W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER (RES-
TURANTS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33777328 or ABUAREEBATRADING@
YAHOO.COM
Alnosaif Contracting & Excavation Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17590078 or roqayaal-
nosaif@hotmail.com
KIDS KINGDOM ENTERTAINMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OPERA-
TOR(AMUSEMENT PARK EQUIPMENTS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17343976 
or KMKBRN@GMAIL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36633899 or MO-
HAMMED.QASSIM@HERTEL.COM
JOOD GARAGE BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36438872 or ALIYUSUF90.ALTAI-
TOON@GMAIL.COM
SAICO HEALTH CARE W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHIEF OPERATIONS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17562722 or 
nalrumaihi@damana.com
The Arch Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17116611 or CORP@
DADABAI.COM
MAVERICK BUILDINGS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37788651 or MAM-
MAR@MARERICK.SA
MUGHAL GULF SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34000328 or 
ASADM6607@GAMAIL.COM
SKS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact 

33339718 or KSSUHANA@GMAIL.COM
MARYAM AHMED CLEANING SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33941818 or MARYAMAHMEDCLEAN-
INGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
NAEEM & WAJID COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES  BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36403811 or PAKRAVI46@GMAIL.
COM
AMWELL MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17730871 or 
amwellmd@amwellme.co
HONG KONG CHINESE RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39692001 
or HONGKONG@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABU HUSSAIN UPHOISTERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33518834 or SALMAN-
JAAFAR973@GMAIL.COM
GREEN APPLE VEGETABLES AND FRUITS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39655898 
or issf50@gmail.com
HAJI HASSAN READYMIX B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17785353 or HR.ADMIN@
HAJIHASSAN.COM
RISING STAR INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33601173 or RSADVERTISINGBH@GMAIL.COM
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17832030 or hamida.
alhubail@havelockone.com
BAJWA BUSINESS SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37356898 or FZ.BAJWA786@GMAIL.COM
modern Care trading w.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66330609 or 
MJABER600@YAHOO.COM
ALMOAYYED COMPUTERS MIDDLE EAST 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17705313 or 
ALIHASSAN@ALMOAYYEDINTL.COM.BH
MOHAMED ASKAR ABDULLA SHAREEA  AL-
ANZI (195332) has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38912400 or 
ASKARABDULLABH@GMAIL.COM
QURAH ELECTRIC CONTRCTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39858812 or 
MAALMEEL55@HOTMAIL.COM
AL MUQEET MART CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STOREKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66627665 or 
FASTWAYBAH@GMAIL.COM
ALMADAN  NUMISMATICS EVALUATION  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33440279 or SINOALAN180@GMAIL.COM
WONA TAILOR has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33067772 or NASSIRALSABOON@
GMAIL.COM
BRUJU FOOD TRANSPORTATION 1 has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33020130 
or DAYANFASHIONBH@GMAIL.COM
DESERT GROUP WORKSHOP W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33152222 
or BH.DG@DESERTGROUP.BH
JASCO INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39021697 or JASCOINTCO2026@GMAIL.COM
KALSOOM CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33750914 or MARWAPRINT-
ING2020@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN CONNECTIONS MEP SERVICES COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39394642 or A_ALRAEESI@kadi.
bh
G P S INTERNATIONAL DENTAL COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 

SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33180666 or dt.rasheed@gmail.com
MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT CO has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17259775 or ARAMANA77RTS@GMAIL.COM
BURHAN JEWELLERY DESIGNING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33345415 or m123aftab@hotmail.com
HA ALRASHIED BUILDING CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17274843 or HAYWARD.TRAD-
ING1@GMAIL.COM
Mohammed Abdallah Sharbatly Company W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CHIEF AC-
COUNTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17255225 or Siddig.Basheer@Shar-
batlyfruit.com
RASHID ALHAMDAN GARAGE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17785032 or 
XAVIER@MARSHALLCONSULTANTS.ORG
Al Noorain Bakery Est has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39456969 or 
UMZAAL1975@GMAIL.COM
AL DACHA CAFF has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36663995 or HUSAAN.
YOUSIF.83@GMAIL.COM
BEST LOOK CAR WASHING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CAR WASHER/CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33165686 or FATIMA255M@YAHOO.COM
BRIGHT GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LIVESTOCK).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36961000 or BRIGHTGARAGE.BH@GMAIL.
COM
ALBURJ ALALI AUTO SPARE PARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33300766 or MOHSINAUTO@GMAIL.COM
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17551111 or hr.admin@
hajihassan.com
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@
GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
A Y Z GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33501614 or ZAHIDASLAM206@GMAIL.COM
TAHSEEN TRANSPORT SERVICES  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33088021 or smart-
nests02@gmail.com
AL NAMAL FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17251444 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABU HABIB INSTALLATION OF AC W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33613535 or habu58553@gmail.com
ALMALLAS RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35917512 or ANA-
BI67M@GMAIL.COM
ASMAA MOHAMMED TURKI FOR CLEAR-
ANCE. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39360722 or NADEEMFA-
HAD1991@GMAIL.COM
red gulf contracting has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17251216 or 
abuali792008@Gmail.com
RAM MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of NURSE(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17422022 or bh.ceo@ramclinics.com
MAZAJ 360 SALON AND SPA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-

ified applicants can contact 33336484 or 
MAZAJ360SPA@GMAIL.COM
K SINGH HOMI DECORATION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35695832 or KUL-
BROADWAY79@GMAIL.COM
SIGNATURE HOTEL (FOUR SEASONS BAH-
RAIN BAY) COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CUSTOMER SERVICES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17546000 or ali.baqer@fourseasons.com
BANNU BEEF PULAO RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35506142 or BANNUBEEF10@GMAIL.COM
WONDER SIGN ADVERTISING AND PULICITY 
CO S P C OWNED BY MD RASEL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OPERATOR (PRINTING 
MACHINE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36221928 or WONDERSIGN.BH@
GMAIL.COM
JAHANGIR EMBROIDERY AND TAILORING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of TAI-
LOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35419818 or JAHANGIRALAM567@GMAIL.
COM
ALHAJJAN CONTRACTING EST. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39479980 or ASHFOQRAZA29@GMAIL.COM
NEW TABEER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34023408 or SAMI-
8883ULLAH@GMAIL.COM
CHANDPUR REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33993590 or 
EMONCHATRODOL@GMAIL.COM
GHULAM TAHIR ARK DECORATION COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39852147 or TGHULA32@GMAIL.COM
CARPENTER ART WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of UPHOLSTERER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37251579 or 
ABDALLLH_199@ICLOUD.COM
ALDOY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33990991 or Aldoy.
cont88@GMAIL.COM
HASNAS MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36416716 or HASNAS-
MANAGEMENTCWLL@GMAIL.COM
SAAFAH CONSTRAUCTIONS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637444 or SAAFAHBHN@HOTMAIL.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 or 
alsediqqi12@outlook.com
KHAIR AL KHALEEJ JEWELLERY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of JEWELRY 
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33229242 or AWAIIS.
BASHIIR@GMAIL.COM
A N P CARS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER(METAL PARTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34306903 or susej8bh@gmail.com
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of EMPLOYEE(OC-
CUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
AL MANARTAIN COMPANY AND ALI ALSHEAB 
GROUP WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17590097 or ALSHAAB@BATEL-
CO.COMM.BH
AL MANARTAIN COMPANY AND ALI ALSHEAB 
GROUP WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON ASST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17590097 or ALSHAAB@BATEL-
CO.COMM.BH
PIZZA HUT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262998 or SSALEH@AMERICANA.
BH
DES PERDES RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of KITCHEN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33371172 or Jamshidakhtar944@gmail.com
ARAIB FACTORY FOR INDUSTRY WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-

ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33777623 or ayman.gaber52@gmail.com
PROTECTION INSURANCE SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ADVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17211700 or hr@pis.bh
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
AMALFI FOODS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17746848 or WASSIM@FARHOUD.COM
SYED JUNAID ALAM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of QUALITY INSPECTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737007 or emp@junaidperfumes.com
EMEDIA VENTURA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17554872 or 
shams@aliventuregroup.com
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@
exibah.com
Alnosaif Contracting & Excavation Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17590078 or roqayaal-
nosaif@hotmail.com
MADHA CARPENTRY FACTORY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33604795 or 
SURYA@MCFWLL.COM
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TEAM LEADER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@bas.com.bh
MADHA CARPENTRY FACTORY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER(FUR-
NITURE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33604795 or SURYA@MCFWLL.COM
ABU ZARYAB EVENT MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DECORA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38026824 or ANWAARISLAM.BHN@GMAIL.
COM
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66316666 or 
mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
SAIYAL COOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39815043 or 
ANWARBH326@GMAIL.COM
KANAN DECOR has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CARPENTER(FURNITURE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17642686 or 
hemanth.accounts@aalifurniture.com
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
AHMED ISA CONTRACTING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17552234 or AE-
CONT@HOTMAIL.COM
MANGROVE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39633019 or 
PASHA@KCBAHRAIN.COM
THE CLASSIC TREND SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36223311 or bracketsco@gmail.com
OSMAN & TAHER ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
REPAIR WORKSHOP BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WIREMAN(ELECTRICAL), suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 37360979 or 
USMANAHAD31@GMAIL.COM
SAINI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33368236 or 
SHREE8521@GMAIL.COM
SPALOON SALON FOR MEN has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33995508 or alnawaf.
ayman@yahoo.com
1997 HAIR CUT SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33212808 or 
RSAIF6228@GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36845820 or PAD-
AM1739@GMAIL.COM
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING GROUP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of INSULA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700204 or abuobaidgroup@gmail.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
BAHRAIN GAS  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17531111 or hr@bah-
raingas.bh
WINGMAN W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226616 or TARIQ@
MAZA.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830801 or 
Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17401013 or hrmanager@
santyconstruction.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
AL AREEN LEISURE AND TOURISM CO THE 
LOST PARADISE OF DILMUN W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ARTIST(DISPLAY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17845151 or ADNAN.ASLAM@LPODWATER-
PARK.COM
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38826888 or SILVERCITYCONTRACTING@
GMAIL.COM
ZOYA BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35670940 or MEHMOODRA-
JATALAT@GMAIL.COM
AMBEST CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17551979 or ambestbahrain@gmail.com
TALLY MOON METALS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(METAL CLEAN-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39219355 or MURADULALAM550@GMAIL.COM
HOUSE AL TAMIYA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34142827 or JINASKC@GMAIL.COM
ALTAWAZEN ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PACKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39444923 or BIG-
BOSSVIP911@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SAFETY OFFICER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net



Swiatek routs Muchova to reach quarter-finals
• Rybakina 
advances after Kartal 
retires injured

• Pegula beats 
Bencic 6-3, 7-6

• Svitolina advances 
after Siniakova retires

AFP | Indian Wells

Two-time champion Iga 
Swiatek barreled into the 

Indian Wells quarter-finals on 
Wednesday, beating in-form 
Czech Karolina Muchova 6-2, 
6-0.

World number two Swiatek, 
who lifted the trophy in the 
prestigious ATP and WTA Mas-
ters 1000 in 2022 and 2024, won 
the last 10 games to halt Mucho-
va’s eight-match winning streak, 
which included her first title 
since 2019 in the Qatar Open 
last month.

“I felt great,” Swiatek said af-
ter reaching her fifth straight 
Indian Wells quarter-final.

“I felt really solid and like I 
could really, from the beginning 
till the end, play my kind of game 
and just play how I wanted to.”

That included being “proac-
tive” with her forehand.

“I just chose the right balls 
to go forward or stay back and 
grind a bit more,” she said.

“I think the decision-making 
was good today. I didn’t rush and 
I had comfortable situations to 
do what I wanted to.”

Swiatek next faces ninth-seed-
ed Ukrainian Elina Svitolina, 
who advanced when 44th-
ranked Czech Katerina Siniako-
va retired with a right hip injury 
while trailing 6-1, 1-1.

“Of course very unlucky for 
her to finish a tournament like 
this,” Svitolina said of Siniakova, 
a former doubles number one 
who ousted defending champi-
on Mirra Andreeva in the third 
round.

“For me, it’s a little bit more 
time to recover for tomorrow’s 
big match,” said the 31-year-old 
who has lost four of five prior 
encounters with Swiatek.

Australian Open champion 
Elena Rybakina, the 2023 Indian 
Wells winner, also advanced by 
retirement, with unseeded Brit-
on Sonay Kartal calling it a day 
as she trailed 6-4, 4-3.

Kartal had received treatment 
for a lower back injury during 

a medical timeout late in the 
first set.

She continued to receive mas-
sages on the changeovers in the 
second before finally calling a 
halt after going down a break.

“Definitely not the way I 
wanted to finish the match,” 

Rybakina said. “It’s not easy, this 
kind of injury.”

 Over the hump 
R y b a k i n a  n e x t  f a c e s 

fifth-seeded American Jessica 
Pegula, whose 6-3, 7-6 (7/5) vic-
tory over Belinda Bencic marked 
her first victory over the Swiss 
veteran after four defeats.

“Really happy being able to 
turn around my pretty poor re-
cord against Belinda,” Pegula 
said.

“When you’re able to figure 
that out and get over that hump 
it’s always a good feeling.”

Up 5-3 in the second set, Peg-
ula thwarted a late comeback 
bid from Bencic, who produced 
a love service game then broke 
Pegula as she served for the 
match at 5-4.

Bencic then held serve to 
force the tiebreaker, saving a 
pair of match points before Peg-
ula closed out the win on her 
third opportunity.

“She made me have to earn it 
today,” Pegula said.

“I felt like in the second set, 
when I got up there, I had a little 
bit of a lull where I had a couple 
of game points and I could have 
maybe finished the match.

“But she’s a really good player 
and when you don’t quite finish 
those off that’s where she can 
come in, and that’s what she 
did.”
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I just chose the right 
balls to go forward or 
stay back and grind a 
bit more. I think the 
decision-making was 

good today. I didn’t rush 
and I had comfortable 
situations to do what I 

wanted to
IGA SWIATEK

Djokovic ousted by Draper at 
Indian Wells as Alcaraz marches on

Epic third-set point exhausts Djokovic before Draper triumphs in tiebreaker firefight

• Draper to 
face Medvedev in 
quarter-finals

• Carlos Alcaraz beats 
Casper Ruud 6-1, 7-6

• Norrie sets up 
Alcaraz clash

AFP | Indian Wells

Nova k  D j o kov i c  wa s 
dumped out by Jack 
Draper in a slugfest 

Wednesday as the defending 
champion won 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7/5) 
to reach the quarter-finals at 
Indian Wells.

World number one Carlos Al-
caraz sailed into the last eight 
of the Masters 1000 event for 
the fifth straight year and there 
were straight-sets wins for Da-
niil Medvedev and Cameron 
Norrie.

But Britain’s Draper did it 
the hard way, wearing down 
38-year-old Djokovic in a pun-
ishing third set to deny the Serb 
superstar his first return to the 
quarter-finals since he won his 
fifth Indian Wells title in 2016.

“I came out here tonight and 
I won that match through de-
termination and trying to prob-
lem-solve and do my best and 
have a great attitude,” said Drap-
er, who kept the former world 
number one on the move with 
multiple drop shots.

The margins were razor-thin 
over the first two sets. The tide 
turned on an epic point in the 
opening game of the third that 
saw both players chasing down 
drop shots and scrambling for 

lobs before Djokovic sealed it 
with an overhead for a 40-30 
lead.

He flopped on the court ex-
hausted and was on his knees 
again after Draper won the next 
point. Djokovic would go on to 
hold serve, but he said it was 
the difference in the match for  
him.

“One point,” he said. “It was 
great winning that point in that 
game, but I just ran completely 
out of gas.”

Draper broke Djokovic in his 
next service game, but couldn’t 
close it out when he served for 
the match at 5-4.

The reprieve wasn’t enough 
for Djokovic, who led 4-3 in the 
tiebreaker but couldn’t hang on.

“He played a sloppy game to 
close it out 5-4, and, you know, 
I got the crowd, you know, back-
ing me, and I felt the energy,” 
Djokovic said. “It was, like, may-
be I’m gonna take this one. It 
was so, so close.”

Draper, playing just his second 
tournament since missing the 
better part of six months with an 

arm injury, was delighted.
“To come out here against No-

vak, for me the greatest tennis 
player there is, I’m just incred-
ibly proud of myself,” he said.

He won’t have long to savor 
the victory, with a quarter-final 
against two-time finalist Da-
niil Medvedev coming up on 
Thursday.

Medvedev beat American 
Alex Michelsen 6-2, 6-4.

 Alcaraz shines 
Alcaraz advanced with a spar-

kling 6-1, 7-6 (7/2) victory over 
Casper Ruud, extending his per-
fect start to 2026.

Alcaraz, who lifted the trophy 
in the California desert in 2023 
and 2024, was untouchable in 

the first set, conjuring winners 
from every angle of the court.

“My first set, I think I was un-
playable to be honest,” Alcaraz 
said. “I was really, really happy 
about playing at that level.”

Ruud stepped it up in the sec-
ond set, but even he could only 
smile when Alcaraz seized a 5-1 
lead in the tiebreaker with an-
other leaping volley, the Span-
iard closing proceedings fitting-
ly with a backhand winner.

Alcaraz,  22,  became the 
youngest man to complete a ca-
reer Grand Slam with his victory 
at the Australian Open.

He followed that up with the 
Qatar Open title and with three 
wins under his belt in Indian 
Wells is now 15-0 on the season.

He next faces 29th-ranked 
Briton Norrie, who beat Aus-
tralian qualifier Rinki Hijikata 
6-4, 6-2.

Norrie, the 2021 Indian Wells 
champion, beat Alcaraz in the 
second round of the Paris Mas-
ters 1000 last year.

One point. It was 
great winning 

that point in that 
game, but I just ran 

completely out of gas
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

An epic point in the 
first game of the third 
set saw both players 
chasing drop shots 
and scrambling for 

lobs before Djokovic 
won it—then flopped 
on court exhausted, 
which he said made 

the difference

KNOW WHAT

Iga Swiatek of Poland returns a shot to Karolina Muchova of Czechia

Jack Draper of Great Britain shakes hands at the net after his three set victory against Novak Djokovic of Serbia

MANGROVE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39633019 or PASHA@
KCBAHRAIN.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
hrd1@macbh.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
FAIRBUILD CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17760000 or TOD@AL-
REEMCENTRE.COM
KOREAN BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17587666 or FAIS-
AL@ALIREZA.BH
SEAM MASTERS TAILORING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASTER CUTTER(-
GENTS), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34584631 or GHULAMHUSSAIN2916@
GMAIL.COM
AL MANARTAIN COMPANY AND ALI ALSHEAB 
GROUP WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON ASST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17590097 or ALSHAAB@BATEL-
CO.COMM.BH
PASTRIES ON THE FLY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17404071 or pastriesonthefly@gmail.com
ANAND AIR COOL CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39068729 or anandharaj1970@gmail.com
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17725522 
or yousif@aanass.net
al enma house for security services W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36633319 or admin@enmabh.com
NISHAT FOODSTUFF W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38837951 or 
sysn7017@gmail.com
PICKUP LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39881150 or 
ALMUSAWI@YMAIL.COM
MAXIM INTERNATIONAL TRADING W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17294202 or JALEELPILLAI@GMAIL.COM
AL ROBA FOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33529523 or BHIN-
DERG052@GMAIL.COM
younis naji car services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33955233 or BUS_
MEN@HOTMAIL.COM
DAR AL SEEF SUITES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34526144 or SOURAVA-
NAND9745@GMAIL.COM
BINT QASSIM CONTRACTING & TRAIDING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33745553 
or BINTQASSIM.CT@GMAIL.COM
THREADLINE PROGRAMING AND CONSUL-
TANCY  W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38826750 or 
TALHASADDIQUE219@GMAIL.COM
JERICHO PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING CEN-
TER. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36051951 or bizworkbh@gmail.com
NRNR CONSTRUCTIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
AND DOCUMENT CLEARANCE AND EVENT 
PLANNING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MAINTENANCE CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34188388 or RASHED.
AR91@GMAIL.COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED



World champion Norris says 
McLaren must ‘improve in all areas’
AFP | London

World champion Lando 
Norris said yesterday 

that McLaren have made some 
progress since a disappointing 
opening to the season in Aus-
tralia but warned they still need 
to “improve in all areas”.

Pre-season favourite George 
Russell led home a Mercedes 
one-two in Melbourne, ahead 
of both Ferraris, with Britain’s 
Norris fifth -- 51 seconds behind 
the race winner.

All weekend Norris had railed 
against the latest version of F1 
cars, which have a 50-50 split 
between conventional and elec-
trical power, saying they were 
“probably the worst” the sport 
had produced.

Ahead of this weekend’s Chi-
nese Grand Prix in Shanghai, 
the second stop in the calendar, 
Norris struck a slightly more 
upbeat tone.

“It should be a little bit more 
simple and therefore we expect 
to be a bit closer,” he told re-
porters.

“Even if we were to go back 
to Melbourne now, though, I 
think we would expect to be 

closer anyway from what we’ve 
understood and been able to 
learn and figure out.

“But at the same time we also 
know we have to improve in all 
areas, it’s not just power unit, it’s 
the car itself.

“It’s decent, we’re in a good 
starting position, but we still 
want it to be better than what it 
is currently.”

Norris at least fared better 

than his teammate Oscar Piastri, 
who crashed out of his home 
Australian Grand Prix before it 
even began.

Piastri, who qualified fifth 
fastest in the Melbourne sea-
son-opener, hit the kerb at Turn 
4 and spun into the concrete 
barriers on the way to the grid.

“It’s certainly not going to 
be my favourite moment of my 
career, but I think I still tried 

to learn as much as I can from 
the race,” he said in Shanghai, 
where he won the grand prix 
last year.

“There’s definitely positives 
to take in amongst last weekend, 
but I think back to the start of 
last year, I’m only two points 
worse off even though it’s a lot 
more embarrassing.”

Messi stuck on 899 goals after 
0-0 Miami draw at Nashville

AFP | Miami

Lionel Messi was denied 
his 900th career goal on 

Wednesday as reigning MLS 
champion Inter Miami played 
a 0-0 draw at Nashville in the 
CONCACAF Champions Cup.

The 38-year-old Argentine 
superstar striker was tightly 
marked throughout the match, 
a first leg showdown in the 
round of 16 in the North Amer-
ican club showdown.

Inter Miami will host the 
second leg next Wednesday.

Messi moved within one 
goal of the milestone 900th 
career tally after netting his 

80th goal for Miami, and 899th 
of his career, last Saturday 
in an MLS triumph over DC  
United.

The eight-t ime Bal lon 
D’Or winner, who turns 39 
in June, scored 672 goals for 
Barcelona earlier in his career 
and 32 at Paris Saint-Germain, 
with a further 115 international 
goals for Argentina.

Rain arrived after a scoreless 
first half but defenders still 
dominated.

Messi was denied in the 57th 
minute by Nashville goalkeep-
er Brian Schwake’s save on a 
right-footed shot from the 
right side of the box.

Real Madrid batter Man City as PSG 
sink Chelsea in Champions League

Federico Valverde scores three in first half as Madrid avenge league-phase defeat

• PSG beat Chelsea 
5-2 at Parc des Princes

• Arsenal draw 1-1 at 
Bayer Leverkusen

• Bodo/Glimt beat 
Sporting 3-0

AFP | Paris

Federico Valverde scored an 
unlikely hat-trick as Real 
Madrid trounced Man-

chester City 3-0 in the first leg 
of their Champions League last-
16 tie Wednesday, while holders 
Paris Saint-Germain beat Chel-
sea 5-2.

Premier League leaders Arse-
nal snatched a 1-1 draw at Bayer 
Leverkusen to preserve their 
unbeaten record in Europe this 
season, while Bodo/Glimt con-
tinued their fairytale run with a 
3-0 win over Sporting.

Alvaro Arbeloa’s record 15-
time European champions 
avenged their loss to City in the 
league phase as Valverde struck 
three times in the first half to 
hand Madrid full control of the 
tie despite the absence of the 
injured Kylian Mbappe.

“(It was) incredible, you 
dream of nights like this,” Val-
verde told Movistar. “It’s been a 
long time since I enjoyed a game 
like this.”

Valverde ran onto a long kick 
from Thibaut Courtois and drib-
bled past Gianluigi Donnarum-
ma to slot home and give Madrid 
the lead at the Santiago Bern-

abeu against City as the teams 
met in a knockout tie for the fifth 
season running.

The Uruguayan midfielder 
arrowed a low drive into the far 
corner to double Madrid’s ad-
vantage and then completed his 
hat-trick with a sublime touch 
and finish after linking up with 
Brahim Diaz.

City could have suffered an 
ever heavier defeat but Don-
narumma saved a second-half 
penalty from Vinicius Junior af-
ter the City goalkeeper brought 
down the Brazilian.

“I had a feeling that we were 
better than the result said... but 

the result is here,” City boss 
Pep Guardiola told TNT Sports, 
refusing to write off his team’s 
chances next week.

“In football you never know. 
We will try.”

PSG have one foot in the quar-
ter-finals after two late goals 
from Khvicha Kvaratskhelia at 
the Parc des Princes.

Bradley Barcola fired PSG in 
front but Malo Gusto’s scruffy 
effort skipped past Matfei Sa-
fonov to bring Chelsea level.

Ousmane Dembele finished 
off a clinical counter to restore 
the lead for the hosts before half-
time, only for Enzo Fernandez 

to reply once more for Chelsea 
after excellent work from Pedro 
Neto.

A mistake from Filip Jor-
gensen saw Vitinha lob the Chel-
sea goalkeeper to put PSG on top 
for the third time, with Kvarat-
skhelia hammering in a superb 
fourth and then potentially ap-
plying the fatal blow for Luis 
Enrique’s side in stoppage time.

“It is a special moment be-
cause we are maybe not quite 
as precise as usual...” said Luis 
Enrique, whose team have strug-
gled to consistently replicate last 
season’s form.

“There are all the comparisons 

with last year but it is impossible 
to be at that level... we are very 
resilient, I think that is a word 
which defines our team.”

Chelsea boss Liam Rosen-
ior admitted his team paid the 
price for losing their composure 
late on.

“A very disappointing result in 
an evening where for so much of 
the game I was really happy. The 
last 15-20 minutes were crazy,” 
he said.

“We need to be better with 
setbacks and we need to stay 
calm and we didn’t.”

Arsenal leave it late 
Despite an unprecedented six 

English teams featuring in the 
last 16, not a single one won and 
only two avoided defeat in Eu-
rope this week.

Arsenal needed an 89th-min-
ute penalty from Kai Havertz 
against his former club to snatch 
a draw away to Bayer Leverk-
usen.

Robert Andrich headed in a 
corner for Leverkusen moments 
into the second half to leave Ar-
senal, who won all eight of their 
league phase matches, staring at 
defeat in Germany.

But Havertz came off the 
bench and converted from the 

spot after a foul on Noni Ma-
dueke to ensure Arsenal remain 
favourites to reach the quar-
ter-finals.

“I know how hard it is to come 
here... and we knew what to ex-
pect,” said Havertz.

“We didn’t play our best today. 
But we’re going home with a 
good result. We need to step on 
the gas next week.”

Bodo/Glimt enjoyed another 
remarkable Champions League 
night as they swept Portugal’s 
Sporting aside 3-0 to register 
their fifth win in a row in the 
competition.

Sondre Brunstad Fet put Bodo 
ahead from the penalty spot just 
after the half-hour mark and Ole 
Didrik Blomberg made it two in 
first-half injury time.

Kasper Hogh scored his fifth 
goal in as many European games 
with 19 minutes remaining to 
spark wild celebrations for the 
Norwegian underdogs.

(It was) incredible, you 
dream of nights like 
this. It’s been a long 

time since I enjoyed a 
game like this

FEDERICO VALVERDE

It should be a little 
bit more simple and 
therefore we expect 

to be a bit closer. Even 
if we were to go back 

to Melbourne now, 
though, I think we 
would expect to be 
closer anyway from 

what we’ve understood 
and been able to learn 

and figure out. But 
at the same time we 

also know we have to 
improve in all areas, 

it’s not just power unit, 
it’s the car itself

LANDO NORRIS

McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris arrives to the paddock at the Shanghai 
International Circuit

Real Madrid’s Uruguayan midfielder #08 Federico Valverde scores his second goal 

In a statistical anoma-
ly for English football, 

not a single one of 
the record six English 
teams competing in 

the Champions League 
last-16 managed to 

secure a victory during 
this week’s fixtures

KNOW

BETTER

Argentine superstar Lionel Messi of Inter Miami reacts after a missed shot
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Verstappen jokes new F1 
cars ‘more like Mario Kart’
AFP | Shanghai

Four-time world champion 
Max Verstappen said yes-

terday he was not having much 
fun driving the new era of For-
mula One cars, joking he was 
“practising with Mario Kart” 
because it was more realistic 
than his simulator.

The Red Bull driver crashed 
in qualifying in the sea-
son-opener in Australia last 
weekend before having to 
carve his way from 20th on the 
grid to finish a creditable sixth.

The new cars require bat-
tery management and energy 
harvesting with a 50-50 split 
between conventional and 
electrical power.

They also have features such 
as straight-line mode, active 
aero, overtake and boost but-
tons, which Verstappen reck-
ons are nearer to a video game.

“I swapped the simulator 
for my Nintendo Switch. I’m 
practising with Mario Kart, ac-
tually. Finding the mushrooms 
is going quite well, the blue 
shells are a bit more difficult.”

Verstappen announced this 
week that he would be driving 
in the Nurburgring 24-hour 
race this year.

“I wish I had a bit more fun 

for sure,” he said of Formula 
One at the moment.

“I mean, I get to race the 
Nordschleife (Nurburgring) 
and I hope in the coming years 
I can do Spa and hopefully Le 
Mans.

Early F1 leader Russell 
says ‘championship means 
nothing at this point’

AFP | Shanghai

George Russell said yester-
day the “championship 

means nothing at this point” 
as the Mercedes ace enters the 
second weekend of the For-
mula One season top of the 
pile following victory in Mel-
bourne.

The Briton began the cam-
paign as favourite to win a 
maiden world championship 
and showed why as he led 
home a Mercedes one-two 
with teammate Kimi Antonel-
li in Sunday’s season-opener.

The Australian Grand Prix 
heralded a new era for the 
sport with numerous rule 
changes, including a 50-50 
split between conventional 
and electrical power.

Rivals  had pinpointed 
Mercedes as the team to beat 
in the build-up to the season, 
but Russell was eager not to 
sound too triumphant going 
into the Chinese Grand Prix 
this weekend.

“It feels no different to any 
other day, to be honest, here in 

China,” the 28-year-old said in 
Shanghai.

“Preparing as usual, going 
about my business as usual.

“I’m most happy about the 
fact that the car is quick and 
reacting as we think.

“There’s still room to im-
prove and that’s what I’m most 
pleased about.

“A championship means 
nothing at this point.”

Ferrari were the closest 
challengers to Mercedes in 
Melbourne, with Charles Le-
clerc third and seven-time 
world champion Lewis Ham-
ilton fourth.

Russell believes the season 
will be “quite a close fight be-
tween ourselves and Ferrari”, 
a view he said was shared by 
fellow Briton Hamilton.

The pair, former teammates 
at Mercedes, shared a flight to 
Shanghai together.

Russell warned it was not 
only Ferrari who posed a 
threat, even if they are shap-
ing up as the prime challengers 
ahead of Red Bull and McLar-
en.

George Russell (centre R) and Kimi Antonelli celebrate in Melbourne

I swapped the 
simulator for my 

Nintendo Switch. I’m 
practising with Mario 
Kart, actually. Finding 

the mushrooms is 
going quite well, the 
blue shells are a bit 

more difficult
MAX VERSTAPPEN

Max Verstappen

Chairman & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood Al Mahmood     
Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L  |  Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com  |  Newsroom: Tel: 36458345, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com

Subscription & circulation: Tel: 36458394 | Email: subscribe@newsofbahrain.com  |  Website: www.newsofbahrain.com  | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

12
FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026

sports of bahrain
Manama draw first 
blood against Al Najma
TDT | Manama

Record champions Manama struck 
first in their best-of-three semi-final 
series, defeating Al Najma 78-66 at 

Khalifa Sports City Arena in the 2025-26 
Khalifa Bin Salman Cup. A strong first half 
and a composed finish in the closing min-
utes propelled.

Record champions Manama struck first 
in their best-of-three semi-final series, 
defeating Al Najma 78-66 at Khalifa Sports 
City Arena in the 2025-26 Khalifa Bin Sal-
man Cup. A strong first half and a composed 
finish in the closing minutes propelled 
Manama within one victory of a champi-
onship berth.

The match on Wednesday night began 
tightly, with both teams trading baskets 
in the first quarter. Alex Young led Mana-
ma’s offense as they edged ahead 23-20 by 
the end of the frame. The second quarter 
stayed close, with Al Najma briefly taking 
the lead, but Young and Ahmed Salman 
hit timely shots to regain control, allowing 
Manama to take a narrow 46-45 advantage 
into halftime.

Manama’s defense in the third quar-
ter limited Al Najma’s scoring, while key 
baskets from Mohammed Buallay and Ali 
Jaber extended the lead to 57-53 by the 
period’s end. Al Najma cut the deficit to 
just one early in the fourth quarter at 59-58, 
but Manama responded immediately with 
a decisive run. Young’s scoring, coupled 
with contributions from Salman and Subah 
Hussain, kept Al Najma at bay and stretched 
the lead into double digits, sealing the 78-
66 victory.

Young finished with 24 points, four re-
bounds and two assists, while Salman added 
18 points and five rebounds. Buallay record-
ed 10 points, nine rebounds and six assists. 
Jaber contributed nine points and nine 
rebounds, with Subah Hussain chipping 
in seven. For Al Najma, Donovan Smith 

led with 15 points, nine rebounds and four 
blocks, Mohamed Kuwayed had 14 points, 
and Ahmed Aldurazi added 13.

Game Two is set for Saturday at 10.30pm, 
with a deciding Game Three, if necessary, 
scheduled for next Wednesday at 8.30pm. 
In the other semi-final, defending champi-
ons Muharraq won their first game against 
Al Ahli to take a 1-0 lead in that series.

Looking ahead, Manama captain Ahmed 
Salman acknowledged the challenges that 

lie ahead. He noted that Saturday’s Game 
Two will be “even tougher” and emphasized 
the importance of staying focused, saying he 
expects the team to rise to the occasion and 
handle the pressure of a tightly contested 
series.

With three titles already to their name, 
tying Al Ahli for the most in Khalifa Bin 
Salman Cup history, Manama are building 
momentum for another championship push 
and look ready to extend their legacy.

Manama captain Ahmed Salman strikes his trademark celebration

Tempers Flare as Muharraq Draw with Riffa
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

The Nasser bin Hamad Bah-
rain Premier League re-

turned last night after more 
than two weeks without action, 
with the title race tightening 
and Bahrain’s fiercest rivalry 
producing drama. Riffa and de-
fending champions Muharraq 
played out a 1–1 draw, while 
Sitra secured a vital 3–0 win 
over Budaiya.

At Khalifa Sports City, San-
tos’ side struggled to break 
down Mashaan’s men in the 
first half, which ended goalless. 
Riffa looked the more danger-
ous side and created the clear-
est opportunities, while the 
Red Wolves were largely limit-
ed to half-chances. The break-
through arrived nine minutes 
into the second half when Ser-
bian striker Dejan Georgije-
vic capitalised on a defensive 
mistake, slotting first time past 
goalkeeper Sayed Mohammed 
Jaffar.

Muharraq responded in stop-
page time after Edimar Ribeiro 
da Costa was taken down in the 
box, allowing Arthur Rezende 
to calmly convert the penalty. 
Tempers flared immediately 
after, resulting in two red cards: 
Ahmed Abdulhameed for Rif-

fa and Abdulla Al Khalasi for 
Muharraq.

Meanwhile, at Bahrain Na-
tional Stadium, Abdulmajeed’s 
Sitra impressed against Bu-
daiya under AlSayed Hassan 
Isa. Captain Othman Al Hajj 
opened the scoring in the sec-
ond minute, slotting home a 
low finish from Mauritanian 
winger Bekaye Wade’s pass to 
mark his seventh goal of the 
season. He added a second in 

the 18th minute with a tower-
ing header from a Wade cor-
ner, before Karl Namnganda 
curled a stunning counter-at-
tack strike into the top corner 
in the 85th minute to seal a 3–0 
victory.

Both matches were briefly 
paused with around 15 minutes 
remaining due to safety sirens, 
reflecting ongoing difficulties 
in the kingdom, before play re-
sumed.

The results leave Muharraq 
on 37 points, temporarily top of 
the table before league leaders 
Al Khaldiya play today. Riffa 
remain third on 34 points. Si-
tra move up to seventh on 18 
points, with Budaiya dropping 
to eighth.

Matchday 16 continues to-
night as Al Khaldiya face bot-
tom-placed Bahrain Club, 
while Al Ahli take on Al Shabab, 
both at 9:30PM.

Riffa celebrate as Georgijevic fires them into the lead
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